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2020 was a year like few others. 
The pandemic presented enormous 
challenges for so many organizations, 
but everyone can agree that last 
year emphasized the importance 
of connection and relationships. 
As President of the Rockford Park 
District Foundation Board, I saw first-
hand how the Rockford Park District 
and Foundation embraced those 
challenges as new opportunities to 
build toward a greater future. Never 
has the Rockford Park District’s 
mission statement – “Helping People 
Enjoy Life” – been so important. 
Because the health and safety of our 
community is the first priority of the 
Park District, it significantly altered 
operations and park amenities. Some 
major impacts included the closure of 
our golf courses and sports facilities, 
cancellation of recreational programs 
and sports events, and closure of 
playgrounds. That is what “life 
without play” looked like throughout 
the Rockford Park District. Youth 
crime rose 100%, and the millions 
of dollars of economic impact from 
the District’s facilities and sports 
tournaments went to 0%. Citizens 
flooded their parks, paths, trails, 
and open space … the same areas 
they valued the most throughout the 
community engagement sessions two 
years prior. 

The pandemic, however, did not stop 
the Rockford Park District Foundation 
Board and its key role in assisting 
the Rockford Park District by raising 
funds to support its many programs. 
The board and staff learned a new 
word in 2020 … Zoom, and we also 
learned that donors do give during 
a crisis. We had 210 new donors 
last year who donated $49,037. We 
also were pleased that 364 existing 
donors gave a total of $2,218,227. 
Even with the challenges the 
Rockford Park District faced last 
year, donations to the Rockford Park 
District Foundation made it possible 
to support efforts in maintaining 
parks and trails as we all wanted to 
find an escape from being indoors. 
Golf courses opened using safety 
standards, and safe summer 
programs were offered for the youth 
in our community. This winter, Snow 
Park at Alpine Hills opened thanks 
to a generous donation, wagon rides 
were available at Lockwood Park, 
and in February, stained glass heart 
kits were available for anyone to pick 
up and make their own stained glass 
heart to hang on a tree at one of the 
Rockford Park District’s designated 
locations. 
In 2021, our work is more critical 
than ever as we help the Rockford 
Park District by raising more funds 
for its many programs for our 
community. I am proud to be a part 
of this organization, and look forward 
to a year of great things for our 
community. 
Please feel free to contact 
Lori Berkes-Nelson, Director, 
should you have any 
questions. loriberkesnelson@
rockfordparkdistrict.org



DONOR SPOTLIGHT:  
COLLINS AEROSPACE
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Collins Aerospace is one of 
the world’s largest suppliers of 
aerospace and defense products. 
Headquartered in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, with a location in 
Rockford, Collins is also known 
for making a positive impact in 
the communities where their 
employees work and live. At the 
Rockford Park District Foundation, 
we have been fortunate to have 
a great partnership with Collins 
Aerospace for many years.  
Collins Aerospace began a three-
year pledge to support the Help 
Me Play Program in 2019. With 
the Covid-19 pandemic in full 
swing last year, Collins donated an 
additional $15,000 to the Help Me 
Play program to support even more 
youth in the community.

Thanks to Collins Aerospace for their 
generous donation this past January 
2021, the Rockford Park District 
was able to provide free Rocky the 
Snowman kits to youth interested in 
taking part in the contest to build the 
best Rocky the Snowman. This gave 
kids the opportunity to enjoy an 
activity outside with their families. 
The winner for most creative 
snowman was submitted by Beth 
Wolfe. The Wolfe family named their 
creation, “He’s Ok.” 
Nathan Malewiski, Associate 
Director, Military Operations at 
Collins Aerospace, and Rockford 
Park District Foundation Board 
member, stated, “The Rockford 
Park District continues to create 
environments for which local youth 
can stay engaged, connected, 
and inspired. Collins Aerospace 
sees the Help Me Play program 
through the Rockford Park District 
as a shining example of exactly 
how we can make a direct impact 
in our community through our 
youth. Collins Aerospace is proud to 
support the Rockford Park District 
as it is making a difference in our 
community.”

The winner for most creative snowman was 
submitted by Beth Wolfe. The Wolfe family 
named their creation, “He’s Ok.” 
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We’ve all walked by and noticed a bronze plaque by 
a tree, bench, boulder, or even a drinking fountain, 
designating it as a gift in honor of a loved one. 
Memorials tell individual stories throughout our parks 
and golf courses. Some of the earliest memorials that 
have been placed in Rockford Park District parks date 
back to 1929. Since then, there have been thousands 
of memorials and tributes. The gift of a tree or a 
bench has given many families a way to honor their 
loved one as well as help the Rockford Park District 
further its efforts to enhance the beauty of the parks. 
Bricks are also another way of paying tribute to 
a loved one. Just take a walk outside Nicholas 
Conservatory & Gardens or north of the Eclipse 
Lagoon, and you will read stories upon stories of how 
much people love their grandparents, their teacher, 
their community, even their dog. Lisa Grigoletti, 
who oversees memorials and tributes, stated, “It 
is a great way to demonstrate your commitment to 
the Rockford Park District while acknowledging or 
celebrating an important person in your life.”
If you are interested in donating to memorials/tributes 
or purchasing a Lagoon Brick, please use this link  
https://rpdfoundation.org/memorials or contact  
Lisa at lisagrigoletti@rockfordparkdistrict.org.

MEMORIALS  
& TRIBUTES



3/2018

52 02 1  E D I T I O N  —  2 02 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

VIRTUAL TUNES
WHEN LIFE HANDS YOU A 
PANDEMIC ... YOU PIVOT!
On March 13, 2020, in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the state of Illinois began the Shelter in 
Place order. By May, it was clear to the Park District 
that it would be impossible to hold the Sounds 
of Summer concert series in any of the locations 
without putting people at risk. In April, the Rockford 
Park District and the entire community lost a true 
public servant when John Beck, the coordinator 
of the Sounds of Summer program, passed away 
unexpectedly. We knew that if John was still here, he 
would do whatever it took to provide music for the 
community during a crisis. So, the Foundation worked 
with District staff to create a series of virtual concerts 
with Rockford musicians.  
The Virtual Tunes series was created, and from June 17 
to October 21, 13 virtual concerts with local musicians 
were held from inside Nicholas Conservatory & 
Gardens. Each concert was professionally streamed 
on Facebook, and was branded "Help Me Play," 
which had a double meaning; the musicians were 
being paid to play live music during a time when they 
weren’t playing anywhere else, and the concerts 
were used to seek donations for youth programming 
and fee assistance for kids and families throughout 
the District. Since the musicians were all local, they 
had many stories of how the Park District played an 
important role in their years as a child, and the lives 
of their children today. They were so engaged in the 
process, and took great pride in playing for a cause 
that was near and dear to each of them. 
The Virtual Tunes series was viewed by 34,697 people 
on Facebook from Florida, North Carolina, California, 
Michigan, Iowa, and cities throughout Illinois. Viewers 
were so grateful to have live music again, and many 
came back for every scheduled concert. More than 
$1,000 was donated from listeners who wanted to 
make a difference in the lives of kids in our community. 
Perhaps the strongest feedback received came from 
a woman who was completely housebound because 
of a compromised immune system. She was overjoyed 
that we brought live music into her home all summer 
long. She said she looked forward to it each week, and 
that it kept her sane!
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From left to right is Francis S. Keye and  
Allan C. Mallquist in 1993
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KEYE-MALLQUIST PARK AND 
PLAYGROUND MODERNIZED
When you think of a playground, 
you think of your own experience 
as a child. You remember the fun 
of swinging, going down the slide, 
or enjoying the merry-go-round. 
Playgrounds today don’t look like 
the playgrounds from childhood. 
Once upon a time, asphalt surfaces 
were common on the playground, 
as were one-size-fits-all equipment. 
Today, playgrounds provide softer 
landings and are designed to create 
distinct play for toddlers, young 
children ages two to five, and older 
kids age five to 12. The last time 
Keye-Mallquist Park was updated 
was in 1993, so it was way overdue 
for an upgrade. One important 
addition to the new playground 
will be the accessible component, 
so every child can enter and play 
without a challenge. 
Keye-Mallquist Park was originally 
called Southeast End Park in 1911. 
With the increase in population 
in the area of 11th Street and 16th 
Avenue, the Rockford Park District 
saw the need to bring a park to 
the neighborhood. In 1913, the first 
playground was dedicated, and 
in 1920, famous architect Jessie 
Barloga designed the shelter. In 
1985, the name of the park changed 
to Keye-Mallquist in honor of Allan 
C. Mallquist and Francis Keye for 
their generous donation to the 
Rockford Park District. 

The Rockford Park District 
Playground Committee began 
raising funds in 2019 to renovate 
the park and playground. Through 
donations from area businesses 
and individuals, the old playground 
was demolished in the fall of 2020.  
The question remained, what 
amenities should the Rockford Park 
District replace it with. Who else 
to better select the equipment but 
the area children? Last summer, the 
Park District invited kids and their 
families to the park and let them 
decide what they wanted. “It was 
exciting to see their faces light up 
as they reviewed the selections,” 
stated Lori Berkes-Nelson, Director 
of the Rockford Park District 
Foundation. 
This May, children will be running 
and playing on equipment that 
they chose. They will be sitting 
underneath a 100-year-old shelter 
designed by a famous architect, 
and most importantly, they will be 
having fun. More than 90 children 
attend the playground program at 
Keye-Mallquist Park each summer. 
This year, the Park District will be 
increasing the hours of operation 
to 11 am to 5 pm for the summer 
playground at Keye-Mallquist Park. 
The memories of our childhood 
playing in the park will continue 
with this generation in a new park 
and playground, thanks to countless 
donors that made it happen. Making 
memories for a lifetime is what the 
Rockford Park District is all about. 

NEW PARK AMENITIES 
INCLUDE
Multi-use open field space
Renovated ball field
Renovated basketball courts
New outdoor fitness area
New multi-use game court 
New playground with universal surfacing
New picnic area 
New accessible pathway connections

THANK YOU TO THE KEYE-
MALLQUIST PARK DONORS 
THAT HELPED BRING FUN 
A & B Machine Shop
Absolute Grinding & Manufacturing
Aetna Plywood
Blazer Foundation Of Rockford
Imperial Punch & Manufacturing
Specialty Screw Corporation
John and Kathryn Torrence
Try-Beta Foundation
US Bank Foundation
Viking Chemical
William Whitcher
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For 63 years, Washington Park 
Community Center has been a 
safe place for families to have 
fun and grow together, providing 
a wide range of activities for 
all ages. It has also provided 
quality programming for at-risk 
and underserved youth. During 
2020, the staff at Washington 
Park Community Center worked 
side by side with families to 
help children stay safe, well, and 
nourished. From March until 
June, the staff gave out more 
than 3,600 lunches and snacks 
to families, engaged virtually with 
the UKUU teens through weekly 
Zoom meetings, and dropped 
off care packages to after-school 
program youth and teens. All this 
was made possible with grants.

WASHINGTON PARK COMMUNITY 
CENTER – PROVIDING CRUCIAL 
SUPPORT FOR OUR YOUTH

In the height of Covid, the 
community center averaged 
about 40 kids daily. Normally, 
WPCC averages approximately 
85-95 kids daily. In 2021, WPCC 
will continue to offer programs 
that follow CDC guidelines. 

“Even with restrictions, we have 
families calling weekly looking 
for something for their children 
to do,” says Washington Park’s 
Operations Manager, Nikki Lynch.
Imagine the excitement of the 
children when In June of 2020, a 
new playground was completed, 
and the play area outside was 
rebuilt. This includes a tot and 
elementary area along with a 
challenge course area for middle 
school ages and up. This was 
made possible by a very generous 
donation. 
For more information, visit: 
rockfordparkdistrict.org/wpcc-
programs



THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS  
AT LOCKWOOD PARK
One of the first things you’ll notice when you visit 
Lockwood Park is all the animal noises around you. 
You’ll probably hear clucking chickens, neighing 
horses, even a cow mooing. You will also see children 
learning to ride a horse for the first time, and families 
visiting the petting farm. 
Lockwood Park is owned by the Rockford Park District, 
and was opened in 1970. The farm is located on 146 
acres of trails, wooded area, creeks, and farmland in 
northwest Rockford. Visiting Lockwood Park can be 
both educational and entertaining. In 2020, the park 
offered summer camps, lessons, trail rides, and feeding 
the animals at the Children’s Farm. The pandemic 
couldn’t stop Lockwood from operating, even if it was 
at a limited occupancy rate. 
One new activity that was offered last year was 
Equine Assisted Learning sessions (EAL). This was 
made possible via a collaborative grant. EAL involves 
non-riding interactions between humans and horses 
from the ground. The horse is generally considered 
the teacher, and a human facilitator is there to help 
guide the participants on a journey of learning 
and understanding. These learning sessions can 
teach us much about relationships and successful 
communication, and getting to know individual horses 
through a range of activities such as grooming, 
haltering, and leading can help us become more aware 
of our own mental and physical process. 
Thanks to donors, Lockwood Park is growing with the 
development of an indoor arena. This will give even 
more of an opportunity to expand programs all year 
round.  Also in 2021, there will be agriculture education 
for youth. This educational piece will provide a 
connection to our agricultural roots while helping youth 
understand where our food and clothing come from.
Other additional activities planned for 2021 are parking 
lot bingo, movie nights, re-opening of the observatory, 
holiday lights, wagon rides, luminary walks, and tractor 
rides.  If you have never visited Lockwood Park, you are 
missing out on one of Rockford’s priceless treasurers. 
Plan a visit and make sure to say hello to Zorro the cow, 
Whistler the horse, and Huckleberry the pony. 
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In 2020, the great outdoors became the great escape, and Atwood Park 
trails were packed with a cooped-up population searching for fresh air 
during the pandemic. According to the Outdoor Industry Association, 8.1 
million more Americans went hiking in 2020 compared to 2019. 
During its community-led Master Plan process, the Rockford Park District 
heard that investing in trails, open space, and recreation paths is very 
important to citizens. In 2019, Phase 1 of the Atwood Trails opened with 4.5 
miles of natural surface trails. Construction of Phase 2 will begin this April or 
early May, depending on the weather, and was made possible by a generous 
legacy gift. This phase will include multi-use single track, beginner loop, 
return trails, and downhill flow trails, and was made possible by a legacy gift. 
There are several programs in the planning phase, including family fun 
rides and hikes, guided and self-guided hikes, running and riding scavenger 
hunts, and in the winter, cross country skiing and snowshoeing. 
2020 may have been an “off” year with the pandemic, but what happened 
is a lot of people who never really recreated outdoors like this, suddenly 
discovered the fact there are these easily accessible trails not that far from 
their backyard. With the timing of Phase 1 completion in 2019, the trails were 
primed and ready for 2020. 
Donors like Liz Baumgardt and her husband Joe Alligood stated, 

“In the past year, biking at Atwood has given so many 
something to do. Like most, we spent time outdoors, but 
in the year of the pandemic, we spent all of our social 
time outdoors. Going to Atwood is like getting a mini-
vacation. The trails are so good, and we are excited for 
the next phase!” 
Plan a day to explore Atwood and experience the great outdoors, as well  
as explore what once was Camp Grant. 
For more information, visit atwoodpark.org/trails

9

THE GREAT OUTDOORS  
ATWOOD PARK TRAILS
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The Rockford Park District Foundation carefully manages the funds 
entrusted to us by our committed supporters. We are committed to 
creating impact from the philanthropic investments of our donors. 

ROCKFORD PARK DISTRICT 
FOUNDATION FINANCIAL REPORT
For year ending December 31, 2020 (audited)

01  •  Contributions   $1,210,912  47%

02  •  In-Kind Donations from RPD  $249,819   10%

03  •  Grants  $210,987  8%

04  •  Donated Goods  $18,965 <1%

05  •  Pledge Revenue  $170,600   7%

06  •  Sponsorship Income  $12,700  <1%

07  •  Earnings from Investments  $654,070 26%

08  •  Lease Income  $25,292   1%

NA  •  Special Events  $0   0%

NA  •  Miscellaneous Income  $0  0%

01  •  Project Expense  $1,252,829   76%

02  •  Operating Expense  $361,746   22%

03  •  Project Expense - Services  $10,434   <1%

04 •  Donated Goods Expense  $18,965   1%

NA  •  Donation Expense (Land/Fixed Asset)  $0   0%

NA  •  Special Event Expense  $0   0%

NA  •  Miscellaneous Expense  $0   0%

NA  •  Bad Debt Expense  -$20,203  

Total Revenues  $2,619,394 

Total Expenses  $1,623,771 

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Rockford Park District Financial Realities

	 •  �For the sixth year in a row, the Park District Commissioners have elected not to increase tax dollars for its operating 
budget, saving taxpayers more than 3.5 million dollars. 

	 •  �The Park District operates mainly on two revenue streams - property taxes, and fees charged for services. It does not 
receive sales tax, motor fuel tax, hotel tax, utility tax, etc.

	 •  �The minimum wage increase beginning Jan. 1, 2020 will impact the Park District budget by $2 million over the next  
five years.

	 •  ��Declining (EAV) Equalized Assessed Value has resulted in a loss of nearly $1 billion to the Park District.

10
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Aldeen Golf Club & 
Pavilion

Rick and Lana Engen

Atwood Trails 

Laurie Anderson and 
Kevin Swan

Anonymous

Douglas Bauer

Joe Alligood and Liz 
Baumgardt

Leslie Bodey

Jason Brekhus

Steve and Shelly Forss

Philip Freiny

Jordan and Ryan Held

Jeannie and Tom Hill

Kegel's Bicycle

Ian and Amy Linnabary

Tasha Neisewander

2020 DONORS The Rockford Park District Foundation 
relies on the generosity of our donors and 
supporters. Without their commitment 
to our programs and projects, Rockford’s 
parks would be in even greater need. We 
are grateful to the many businesses and 
individuals who are making an investment 
in our community through our mission of 
Helping People Enjoy Life.

City of Gardens 

Robert Apolloni

Paul and Teri Baits

Bill and Leah Baskin

Molly Bhattacharya

Churchills Grove Inc.

James and Connie Coffey

Valeri Decastris

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Rockford Riverfront

Dan and Debbie Erwin

Robert and Marion Guirl

Erich and Janice 
Hagenlocher

Robert Hess

Luther and Janet Hill

Nancy Kauzlarich

Timothy and Janet Keating

Rockford Garden Club

Nancy and Roger 
Lundstrom

Ruth Miller

Marcia Mueller

Scott and Sue Nicholas

Mary Norman

Stephanie Shinn

Mary Lib Skerkoske

James and Cathie 
Szymanski

Linda Thomas

Davis Park

Diane Voneida Estate

Disc Golf 

Anonymous

Mark Boesen

Denise Carpenter

Jason Crenshaw

Elizabeth Emmenegger

Holly Finley

C21 Powerteam LLC

Kirk Gessner

Adam Heckelsmiller

Matthew Larson

Brian Larson

John and Meagan 
Levander

Adam Markunas

Barry W Maxwell

Scott McDonald

Peter Puleo

William Robinson

Fred Schwartz Jr.

Jeffery B. Showers

Dana Vicich

NorthStar Services of 
Pecatonica

Scott Wenstrom

TJ Wincapaw

Forest City Queen 

Prairie Street Brewing 
Company

Rock River Raft Race NFP

Festival of Frights 

BMO Harris Bank

Friends of Lockwood 

Anonymous

Girls Golf LPGA/USGA 

Jay and Liz Sandine

Harkins Memorial Fund 

Anonymous

Carandus Brown

Janice Drake

Fred and Ruby Lambert

Hugh Lippitt

Kenneth Pogwizd

Gladys Staten

Help Me Play 

Anonymous

David and Deborah Allen

Mariah and Adam Anast

Laurie Anderson and Kevin 
Swan

Jack and Joyce Armstrong

Emily Austin

Jane Austin

Shelley and Jacob Bailey

Christina Balk

Bridget Balsley

Bill and Leah Baskin

Lori Berkes-Nelson and 
Layne Nelson

Brent and Susie Bernardi

Bob Bier

Deana and Steve Bingham

Kendall and Diane Boone

John and Anna Borchers

Angelina Bravo

Rick Nelson

David Oldenburg

Tim Pickett

Tonya Thayer

Diane VanVleet

Matthew Vitell

Atwood Camp 
Scholarship 

Karl and Carol Jacobs

Atwood Outdoor 
Education Center 

General Mills

Rockford Cosmopolitan 
Charities

Be Social Program 

Blazer Foundation of 
Rockford

Buddy Sports 

Blazer Foundation of 
Rockford

Robert Buchanan

Letty and Eric Camarillo

Barbara and Michael 
Cavataio

Steven and Penny 
Christians

Don and Belinda Chritz

Mary Conley

Mike and Veronica 
Costello

Collins Aerospace

Kuenzi Dearth-Horwich 
and Chad Horwich

Liz Dickinson

Thomas and Mary Doherty

John Dotzel

Sikich

Kristen Duckmann

Karen and Andy Dylak

Eric and Elizabeth Eiss

Rick and Lana Engen

Nathan S. Forrester

Chris Fox

Charlie Fry

Darren and Lori Gassaway

Kerry Glavin

Stuart and Monica Glenny

Yashekia Goldsmith

Jennifer Gorman

Matthew and Laura Green

Lisa and Glenn Grigoletti

Debbie and Ron Gustafson

Greg and Sherry Harlan

Helen Hill

Ronald Holm

Tom and Sue Humphris

Illinois Bank & Trust

Dan and Lisa Jacobson
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Jeffrey and Ann Marie 
Jinkins

Jennifer Johnson

Thomas and Karin Kellogg

Nancy Kirk

Barbara Kober

Marianne Larson

Tom Lind

Jeffery and Pamela 
Lindstrom

Reno & Zahm LLP

LoRayne Logan

Leslie Long

Chelsea Long

Carolyn and Stephen 
Luczak

Allison MacMurchy

Timothy Magnuson

John and Mary Manley

Sarah and Jeremy Marcus

Ronald and Kathleen 
Mattison

Darius McCaskey

Monique McClurge

Midland States Bank

Mr. Donald Miller

Janet Moran

Daryl and Lettie Mosley

Sean Murphy

Damonique Murray

Amy Nickel

Mary Norman

José and Kellie Olivencia

Rebecca and Scott Olson

Stephen Peppers

Pittman Family Fund

Richard and Judith Pollack

Danielle Potter

David and Paula Reiter

Mike Robinson

Shirley Schou

Laura Sjoquist

Tyler's Landscaping 
Service

Brenda and Mark Smith

Mary Ann Smith

Helen and Virgil Smith

Gary Snyderman

David and Jennifer 
Spencer

Carl and Lisa Stahl

Jackie Swenson

The Piano Doctor

Gwen Truesdale

Jennifer Wallace

Robert Weyrauch

Rhys Weyrauch

Nicolaus Weyrauch

Judith Wyatt

I Bike Rockford 

Ashley Sarver

Allen Smith

Junior Chariots 

Blazer Foundation of 
Rockford

Junior IceHogs 

Anonymous

Bill and Lorraine Buehler

Christopher Metcalf

K9 Program 

Sally Branson

Country Financial

Debbie Lynn Cuthbertson

Forest City Dog Training 
Club Inc.

Karen Novak

Savoy, Inc.

Keye-Mallquist Park 
Project 

A & B Machine Shop

Absolute Grinding & Mfg, 
Inc.

Blazer Foundation of 
Rockford

Imperial Punch & Mfg., Inc.

Specialty Screw 
Corporation

John and Kathryn Torrence

Try-Beta Foundation

US Bank Foundation

Viking Chemical

Kiwanis Club Tot Lot 
Area 

Kiwanis Club of Rockford

Lagoon Bricks

Marcia Adams & Family

Anonymous

Raeann Austin

Blackhawk Trails Club, Inc.

Jan Boozell

Pat Branch

Vicki Chance

Mary Chieppa

Marty and Monica Dinges

Diana Dittman

Stephanie Edwards

Sandra Everhart

Kurt Garcia

Zoraya Green

Kalie Groves

Nancy Holstrum

Tom and Jan Honeycutt

Gail Hummel

Madeline Jirak-Ticknor

Marlene Johnson

Todd Kennedy

Jim Kozak

Bernita Leggero-Hoglund

Beverly Lemke

Roy and Mari Mattocks

Michelle McKee

Debbie Miller

Skyler Moore

Kay Nelson

Paul and Susan Nickel

Natasha Padron

Glenna Pearson

Eva Radomski

Paula Schwartz

Diane Thruman

Samantha Worley

Eric Xanthopoulos

Levings Lake Master 
Plan 

Perks Family Foundation

Live at Levings 

Laurie Anderson and Kevin 
Swan

Anonymous

Lori Berkes-Nelson and 
Layne Nelson

Rosa Byrd

Lori Cherniwchan

Julie Elliott

Steve and Shelly Forss

Elizabeth Green

Harlan Jefferson

Stacy Linder

Germaine Nikolai

José and Kellie Olivencia

Rebecca and Scott Olson

Sandra Rivera-Beck

Stacy Smith Sullivan

Tyler's Landscaping 
Service, Inc.

Winnebago County State's 
Attorney's Office

Lockwood Indoor Riding 
Arena 

Smith Charitable 
Foundation

Rodger and Peggy Swing

Lockwood Park 

Anonymous

Nicole Cabe

Miranda Faulkner

Valley Trail Riders, Inc.

Robert and Brenda Haas

Hope Reigns Ranch

James E. Lockwood 
Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Northern IL

Larry Lawson

Daniel Marske

Judith Nyquist

Shelby Primrose

Leah Sanders

Brenda and Mark Smith

Nanci St. John

Music in the Park 

Sandra Rivera-Beck

Joseph Geraghty

Donald S. Holt

Wanda Hoover

Illinois Arts Council

Nancy J. Johnson

Nancy and Richard 
Kunnert

Silvio and Karen Massetti

Daniel L. McCullough

Rockford Area Arts Council

Gary and Marlene Park

Nicholas Campus Fund 

Nicholas Family 
Foundation

Nicholas Conservatory 
Educational Programs 

Anonymous

Dorothy Baits

Molly Bhattacharya

Alison Booth

Doretta M. Carlson

Mary Conley

Lisa and Glenn Grigoletti

Luke Herman

Erik and Carol Ipsen

Kjellstrom Family Fund

Jordan LaSalle

Sarah Logemann

John O'Brien

Desirea Robins

Bruce and Dawn Rudie

William Seedorf

Barbara and Jack Simon

Nicholas Conservatory 

Lisa and Glenn Grigoletti

Winnebago County

Perryville Path 

Samuel and Katherine 
Frazer

Michael and Mary Keeling

Tim and Grace Keeling

Keeling Puri Peace Plaza 
Endowment

Playgrounds 

Andrew and Jeanne 
Bergstrom

Miguel Delarosa

Koch Family Community 
Fund

Riverfront Museum Boat 
Dock 

Specialty Screw 
Corporation



132 02 1  E D I T I O N  —  2 02 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Fred Gardner

Jamie and Ann Marie 
Getchius

Rockford Area Arts Council

Carla Towns

Diana Wiemer

Summer Camp 

Sundstrand Steak Club

Teen Camp 

Blazer Foundation of 
Rockford

Rockford Area Arts Council

Therapeutic Recreation 
Program 

Anonymous

Carol Chandler

Brenda and Mark Smith

Trolley Car 36 

Anonymous

Tyler's Landscaping 
Service, Inc.

Unrestricted 

Amazon Smile

Lisa Amdal

Robert Apolloni

Luke Bailey

Dorothy Baits

Richard and Sally Baker

Peter and Linda Barnes

Bath & Body Fusion

Carlo and Josephine 
Benassi

Brett Benning

Bergstrom, Inc. Charitable 
Foundation

Brent and Susie Bernardi

Norma Bleed

John Boreen

Boves Auto & Truck 
Service

Doug and Helen Brooks

Vint and Sue Buckwalter

Cody Campbell

Donald and Julie Carroll

David and Kimberly Cheng

Sam Darby

Jacqueline Deskovich

Gary Ecklund

Evergreen Irrigation Inc.

Susan Ekstrom

Charles and Marjorie Elliot

Julie Elliott

Michael and Julie Elston

Rick and Lana Engen

Lana Erxleben

Walt and Jill Faber

Dick Lippert

Bob Farrell

Eugene and Barbara Ferry

Angelo and Janice Fiorello

Lori Frith

Georgalee George

Blake Oil Company

Sandra Goetz

William and Susan Gorski

Clifford and Joan Gray

Tom and Shelly Green

Robert and Marion Guirl

Larry and Judy Gunderson

Gustafson's Earthworks, 
Inc.

Brian Gustafson

Gary Hacker

Deanna Hartenberg

Lorna Haugen

Constance Heden

Kenneth and Diane Held

Arley and JoAnn 
Hendrickson

Daniel and Catherine 
Herdeman

Jorge Herrera

Robert Hess

Michael B. Holmes

Wray and Sue Howard

Edward and Beth Howard

Susan Huntting

Mark and Ingrid Jansen

Scott and Cindy Jensen

Matthew Jensen

Elinor Johne-Nelson

Valerie Johnson

Darrell and Candice 
Johnson

Caroline J. Johnson

Stephanie Jordan

Jim and Pam Keeling

Kelce Enterprises, 
Inc.

Gary and Linda 
Kinnison

Kjellstrom Family 
Fund

Curtis and Laurie 
Kleckler

Mark and Patricia Kolb

Conrad and Linda Lantz

Andrew Larsen

Jeanine and Thomas 
Larson

Mark Lautenschlager

Richard Leighton

Erin Leslie

Susan Lewandowski

Erik and Susan Lewinski

Jeffrey and Jane Lightcap

Leslie Long

Mark Lung

Leslie Mahan

Karol and Michael Manley

Christopher and Cecilia 
Mann

Louis and Jennifer Mateus

Ronald and Kathleen 
Mattison

James and Janet 
McMahon

Friends of Thomas 
McNamara

Brian and Susan Melcher

Maria Mendia

Robert Merrill

Steven and Patricia Morig

Judy Mott

Keith and Connie Nelson

Lesli Nelson Richter

Network for Good

Jeff and Martha Nielsen

Mary Norman

John and Kristin 
Paulsgrove

Ronald and Janet Pauly

Delbert and Lois Peterson

Walter and Vicki 
Pfeilschifter

James and Lucy Pirages

Mary Denton-Ponds and 
James Ponds

Rosemary Prewett

Robert and Tawnya Reitsch

Mike Robinson

Bill and Linda Rohlman

Carole Rose

Lillie Rude

Robert and Ilona Satterlee

Thomas and Linda 
Schuepbach

Diana Singletary

Brenda and Mark Smith

Fred Speer

Karen Starr

Brad and Jessica Steinberg

Zarrick Stinson

Stephen Symes

John Taylor

Bill and Cathie Thiede

Carla Towns

Hazen and Carol Tuck

Sand Park Pool 

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, 
Inc.

Sinnissippi Gardens 

Dan and Debbie Erwin

Sinnissippi Golf Course 
Fund 

Anonymous

Jack and Joyce Armstrong

Brett Benning

Thomas and Karen Boyer

Robbin Burr and Lisa 
Loudin

John Chaussee

Liz Dickinson

La Vona Farney

John T. Fitzsimmons

Roger and Lucinda 
Fredrickson

Steven French

Thomas and Susan 
Gibbons

Lavaughn Grow

Wayne and Sharon Hilden

John and Karen Ippen

Greg Ippen

David Johns

Nancy Kauzlarich

Jay Larson

Barbara McNamara

Martha Merizon

Karen Morris

Mary Nielsen

Nathan Olson

Dennis and Paula Olson

Lorane Olson

Robert D. Schmitt

Sam Schmitz

Jim Sibigtroth

Mary Lib Skerkoske

Linda Taylor

Roberta and Larry 
Turnquist

Dan Vorsanger

Dan and Carol Webber

Snow Sculpting 

Anonymous

Nancy Vogel

Cheryl Wagner

Walter and Virginia Watson

Greg Watt and Lulu Watt

Diana Wiemer

David Wiemer

Julius and Rhashonda 
Williams

Washington Park 
Community Center 

Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois

NW HomeStart

Earl and Samantha Grigsby

The Wabongo Leadership 
Council

Citizens for Maurice West II

SwedishAmerican 
Foundation

Winnebago County

Youth Golf 

Mid-West Family 
Broadcasting
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TRIBUTE GIFTS

In honor of those who 
inspire and enrich  
our lives ...

Julie Elliott
•	 �George and Nancy 

Buhl
•	 Kathleen Elliott

Oakley Horwich 2nd 
Birthday

•	 �Michelle Lopez
•	 Janeen Hellenbrand
•	 Kaye Williams

Tim Knauf
•	 Therese Sawtell

John and Barb 
McNamara

•	 Lynn Rode

Donald and Carole 
Milne

•	 Xan Milne

In loving memory  
of those we have 
lost ...

Barbara Bannen
•	 Julie Elliott

John C. Beck
•	 Jean Abruzzo
•	 Anonymous
•	 �Kenneth and Darline 

Baraconi
•	 �Suzanne and Don 

Berger
•	 �Lori Berkes-Nelson 

and Layne Nelson
•	 John and Diana Berti
•	 Robert Bosma
•	 �Daniel and Laurie 

Burkhart
•	 Julie Elliott
•	 �Steve and Jeanine 

Elsberg

•	 Sue Grans
•	 Brina Grigg
•	 �Lisa and Glenn 

Grigoletti
•	 �The Ben Harding 

Foundation
•	 �Wray and Sue 

Howard
•	 Valerie Johnson
•	 Brian A. Peck
•	 Joan Sage
•	 Mary Ann Smith
•	 Laurie Smith
•	 Richard Snyder
•	 �Scott and Suzanne 

Sullivan
•	 Paul and Karen Weis

Berth Bell
•	 Rick and Lana Engen

Roger Benjamin
•	 �Charles and 

Elizabeth Carter
•	 �Kent and Carolyn 

Croutcher
•	 Julie Elliott
•	 Mary Lou Fitzpatrick
•	 Lois Johnson
•	 �Brian and Nancy 

Larkin

Jeffery Bronson
•	 �Patricia Bronson

Jake Brubaker
•	 �Aqua-Aerobic 

Systems

Carol Caler
•	 Julie Elliott

Mr. and Mrs. Ron 
Carlson

•	 �Don and Vicky 
Kohlbacher

Louis D'Agnolo
•	 Betty D'Agnolo
•	 Julie Elliott

Michael Delany
•	 Julie Elliott

Doris Fagerstrom
•	 Charles Sturm
•	 Mary Sturm

Tanya R. Franklin
•	 Anonymous
•	 �Lori Berkes-Nelson 

and Layne Nelson
•	 Sandra Bienvenu
•	 Karen Boeger
•	 �Gregory and Lynette 

Castronovo
•	 Susan Erickson
•	 Jessie Ferrell
•	 Cindy Fisher
•	 Glen and Jean Gabel
•	 Katherine Ganzel
•	 John and Irene Gile
•	 Kay Glenny
•	 �Coralee and Thomas 

Hardwick
•	 Michele Matranga
•	 �Eric and Sara 

Norman
•	 �Terry and Laurie 

Podeszwa
•	 Charmaine Schreiner
•	 �Brenda and Mark 

Smith
•	 �Richard and Cheryl 

Thurman
•	 Sherri Weyrauch

Katelyn R. Gilliam
•	 �Scott and Jamie 

Gilliam

Steve Wade Goodrich 
•	 �Daniel and Joy 

Weyrauch

Don Hacker
•	 �Gary Hacker

Ruth Hagenlocher
•	 �Erich and Janice 

Hagenlocher

Alice and Bill Ippen
•	 �Stephen and Barbara 

Whitgob

Bert Johnson
•	 Anonymous
•	 �Kenneth and 

Christine Benson
•	 �Darrell and Donna 

Brenner
•	 �Nicholas and Hannah 

Ewalt
•	 �Brent and Stacy 

Gustafson
•	 Gary Hacker
•	 �Lane and Linda 

Johnson
•	 �Todd and Lori 

Johnson
•	 �Lane and Linda 

Johnson
•	 Jeffrey Kuhnen
•	 �Dave and Mary 

Leach
•	 �Robert and Deborah 

Lovell
•	 Betty Marlin
•	 �Ralph and Gail 

McConnell
•	 �John and Carolyn 

Ralston
•	 Sherri Resh
•	 �Steven and Julie 

Schellschmidt
•	 Shirley Schou
•	 �Thomas and Barbara 

Sue Stieglitz
•	 Bill Wright

Dennis Johnson
•	 Marlene Johnson

Linda Kobischka
•	 Julie Elliott

Gary Ladwig
•	 Rick and Lana Engen

Ginny Lyddon
•	 Rick and Lana Engen

Mike Madden
•	 Naomi Madden

Trina Aiello Martin
•	 �John and Julia 

Breuer
•	 Dianna Sherman

Mary McKenna
•	 Julie Elliott

Mary Ann Morris
•	 �Bruce and Dawn 

Rudie

Thomas Mott
•	 �Mary Lib Skerkoske

Webbs Norman
•	 �William and 

Genevieve Sjostrom

Jack Powell
•	 �Rick and Lana Engen

Chuck Purin
•	 Cynthia Grantz

Bill Schnorenberg
•	 Mark Schnorenberg

Jack Sheridan
•	 Julie Elliott

Mel Sparlin
•	 �Loves Park Rotary 

Foundation

Ken Staaf
•	 Julie Elliott

Elizabeth Welsh
•	 �Steven and Jacque 

Anderson
•	 Nancy Bielema
•	 �Georga Boyer-

Lichthardt
•	 �William and Kathleen 

Carlson
•	 Desa Ciufo
•	 �Scott and Kathleen 

Hendee
•	 �David and Barbara 

Johnson
•	 �K. William and 

Dianne Juffernbruch

•	 Carol V. Meyers
•	 Pauline Smith

John and Dave 
Whitcher

•	 �William and Marijean 
Whitcher

Nancy Evelyn 
Woodford

•	 Michael Ewaldz

Richard Yagle
•	 �Gregory and Joan 

Yagle

The Rockford Park District Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following honorarium and memorial gifts received 
January 1 through December 31, 2020. If you would like to make a tribute donation, please visit www.rpdfoundation.org,  
contact Lisa Grigoletti at 815-987-1632, or email lisagrigoletti@rockfordparkdistrict.org.
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2020 IN-KIND DONATIONS
We value all our partners, both public and private, including corporate, Foundation, and 
individual supporters. Thanks to their generous support, we are able to make more of an 
impact in the Rockford Park District.

Beef A Roo

Mary Conley

Dean Foods Chemung 
Plant

Miranda Faulkner

Forest City Dog Training 
Club Inc.

Fred Gardner

Hope Reigns Ranch

Daniel Marske

Meg's Daily Grind

Judith Nyquist

Shelby Primrose

Rent-A-Center

Mark Smith

Brenda Stubblefield Smith

Nanci St. John

David Wiemer

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO ANY  
PARK DISTRICT PROJECT, PLEASE CONTACT:

LISA GRIGOLETTI,  
DONOR RELATIONS COORDINATOR FOR THE  
PARK DISTRICT FOUNDATION
815-987-1632 • RPDFOUNDATION.ORG

We strive for accuracy in recognition 
of our donors, and apologize if any 
errors occured. We ask that you call 
Lori Berkes-Nelson, RPD Foundation 
Director, with any corrections. Reach  
her at 815-987-1675.
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Help continue the legacy!
Donate today by calling 815-987-1630, or visit rpdfoundation.org


